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After the battle of Kilcumney, near Goresbridge, on 26th June 1798, between the
Rebel forces commanded by Fr. John Murphy, and English troops led by Sir
Charles Asgill, a number of rebel bands were scattered through the County seek-
ing shelter as they attempted to escape into the Wicklow hills. One such band
took shelter in the barn of an adjoining farm to the Clowry homestead, where they
were apparently given hospitality by Mary and her husband.
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Bridget Cullen. Daughter of Edmund. 1768 - 1820

[f Mary is the enigma in the Cullen history of 1798, so, too, has Bridget added her

share to the family puzzle.

She married twice. Her first marriage was to a Brennan of Carlow, according to
the family tree, and of him there has been much speculation. In the treatise
dealing with Paul Cullen, we note that Jack Hughes from Kilcruit and Jack Brennan
were by blood and marriage related to the Cullen Family. Jack Brennan was the
husband of Bridget, Pauls sister, and therefore his brother in law.

Some sources have speculated that Jack Brennan, executed along with Paul, was
the son of Bridget Cullen, - not her husband - and therefore a nephew rather than
a brother in law. However, if Bridgets age in 1798 is taken into account, she
would have been thirty years old, and assuming her marriage took place when she
was eighteen, her son - if he was the first born - would only have been around
eleven or twelve years old. Even allowing another year or two to the boys age.
one could in reason ask, would the authorities risk the backlash of an already
volatile and angry population by imposing and executing a death sentence on one
so young ?. There is also the futhur consideration of there being no record of
issue from Bridget’s first marriage. On the face of it then, such speculation.
without more definite evidence, may be discounted.

There has also been the suggestion that the Brennan to whom Bridget was mar-
ried, was Lieutenant Phillip Brennan of the Bagenalstown Infantry. This man is
buried in Dunleckney Cemetery, approximately three miles outside of
Bagenalstown, and from the details on his headstone that particular suggestion
can be ruled out. However a plausible explanation for all this confusion may lie
in the following suggestion which I offer to the reader of this work. |
There are some reasonable grounds to present the possibility that Pierce Brennan,
the husband of Catherine Cullen (see page 1&2) who was Bridgets half-sister,
and Lieut. Phillip Brennan were closely related, even to the point of being broth-
ers, and that Jack Brennan, married to said Bridget, was nephew to both Pierce
and Phillip. Although widespread, it is worth keeping in mind the particular
association of the Brennan name in the 1798 period with the Wells, Tinnegarney,
Kilcarrig, Royal Oak, Gormona, and Leighlinbridge area’s. S

Then question then is...where is the executed Jack Brennan buried?.






